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January 13, 2000 
Mick Blackisione 
National Marine h1ai;ufacturcrs Association 
Political Action Committee 
is19 L Street? NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 200% 

Deai Mr. Blackistone: 

RE: MUR4959 
National Marine Manufacturers 
Association Political Action 
Conmittee and Mich F?!acltistone, 
as 'Treasurer 

On January 7, 2000. the Federal Election Commission found that there is reason io 
believe National Marine Mar1ufacture:s Associnti:?n Political Ac?ion Comrnit"re ("Committee") 
and you. as treasurer, violate'cl 2 U.S.C. $9 434(3)!4:i{A)ii). ( i i )  and(iv), provisions of the Federal 
Eieciion Campaign Act o r  15171. as anentieti ("the Aci"). The Factual arid Legal Analysis. which 
fonned a basis for the Comrriission's findings. is attached for your inh'omiation. 

Comniission's consideratioi! of thss niatter. Please submit such materials to ttw General 
Coui~sei's Office within 15 days o f  your receipt of this letter. Where appropria!e, staitnients 
should be subrnit:ed under oath. in the absence of additional infomiation. the Cornmission may 
find probable cause io belie\ e that a violation has occupred and proceed with conciliation. 

offer to enter into nego:ia!ions directed to\vards reaching %I conciiiaiion agreement. in settlement 
ofthis matter prior lo a finding of probable cause t o  believe. Enclosed is a conciliation 
agreement tha? the Cornmission has appro:,ed. 

lf you are interested i n  espciSiiing the resolution of this iliatier by pursuing preprobable 
cause conciliation. and if yoir agree with the provisions ofthe enciosed agreement, pieasc sign 
and return the agreement. along Xvith the ci,vil j>eiIalty. 10 the Commission. I n  light o l t h e  fact 
thai conci!lation negoliations. prior to a finding ofpsobab!~ cause to believe, are limiied t o  a 
maximum of 30 days, you shouid respond to !his notification as soon as possible. 

writing at least five c!ap prior to the due date of the response and specific good cause must be 

You may submit an!- factca! or legal liisierials that you believe are re1 

I n  order to expedite the resolution of this matter. the C'crmmission has riiso decided io 

Requests for esncnsions of time will not bc routinely grant,ctl. Requests must he matie rei 



8 .  

Mick Blackistone, Treasurci 

demonstrated. hi addition. the Office of the General Csrunsel nrciinasil j! will not give extensions 
beyond 20 drays. 

hy.completing the W C I O X ~  fcmn staring the name, address, and telephone number of such 
cour:sel, and authorizing such counse! to receive any notifications and other conirnunications 
kom the Commission. 

If you intend IQ be rqrrsented by counsel in this matter, piease advise the Commission 

I 

1 his matter will rcmain confideniiiil in acmrdance with 2 U.S.C. $9 43'7g(a)(4j(B,! and 
437g(a):12)(A), unless you notify !he Commission in  irriting that you wish the iaivestigaaion 20 
be rrriide public. 

For ycur information, we have attached a briddescription of the Commission's 
procedures for iiandling possible viclations ofthie i k t .  If you have any questions, please contact 
Roy Q. I..i:ckett. the staFfa1to:mey assigncd to this :miter, a: (202) 694-1650. 

Enclosures 
Factual and Legal Analysis 
ProCtXiureS 
Designaiioii o f  C'ounsei Form 
Conciliation '4greement 

Sirrcerely, 



RESI-’ONDENTS: h’aiiona! Marine Maniifactuicrs Association hllJR: 4059 
Poiitica! Action Cornmittre and 
Mick Slackistone. as treasurer 

1. -~ GENE RAT1 O I P i ~ ~ 2  ATTER 

This militer was :;eneraled based 01: information ascertaincri by the Federal 

Election Commission i“’:.hc Commission”) in the normal course of carrq;lng out i t s  

The Act req:iirc:; tha[  a pre-eicction repon he filcd no l a m  than the 12’‘’ day 

beforc (or posled by registered or certified mail :w laier than (Iic 15‘” day before) a i l )  



election in Lvhich the committee makes a contribution to or exyendiru-e on behalf O f i i  

candidate; such report shall be complete as of the  20Lh day b e h e  t h e  election. 2 LJ.5.C. 

9 434(a)(4)(A)(ii). In an:; o!her caleridnr year in which a report covers the period 

bepinning ianuary 1 and ending 

aiid ;1 report coverkg ihe per id  .July 1 .  and ending December 3 1 I shall be filed no later 

t l m i  January 31 ofthe foIlo\i.ing calendar l e x .  I U.S.C. 4 434(a)(J)(A)iiv). 

30. the repon shall be filed :lo later than July 3 t . 

B. THE F:iCTS 

Thc Natiaiia! Mirinc X1;inufactur:rs Associiition Poolitical .&?ion C'omniittee ("the 

Corninittcc") is B po!i!iciil coinmirwc [ha! i s  !io{ an 3urho;izeJ committee o ra  candidate. 

and has clected to fi le disclosurc reports OR i? quameriy basis. M i c k  Blackislone is the 

txasurer of thc Commitlee. 

Thc Cornniiitcc x i s  rcquircd to file i t s  i997 j'sar End Report no iate: : h i  

.iar:u;ir~~ 3 1 .  1093. T l ~ c  !~OIJlnl!!lcC? \vas also rcquireil io file i t s  i ( 8 s  .\pi1 Quarterly 

Rqiort  110 later thaii April 15. 19%. i n  addiiion. ihc C'<> i j ?F l i t . IC t  \viis required to file its 

109s i 2 Dag Prc-!ienc!.:ii Report no iaicr !han Octohcr. 22. 1996. 'The Conimir:ce !;li/ed 

10 fi!c tlicsc repo0.s by iiic recjuircd due daies. 

Tlic Committcc~s 1007 )'car End Rcpon. \sliicli discloscd S38,7SS in  rcccipis and 

S4.OO(j in disburscmenrs. W:IS riot filcd unt i l  M;i1-ch 13. I!)%. 51 days law. The i99S 

April Quarterly Report, ivhich discloscd SO i n  rcccipts and SI .Oiici in  disburscnicnts. \vas 

not filed unt i l  June 2,  iO9S. 4S days I;w. ?'he Ic;OS 12 Day Pre-General Report, v:lrich 

." 



disclcsed SO in receipts arid SI,OUO in disbursements, was 1;oI filed until December I ,  

1996, 40 days late. ' 

Prior no?ices \vert ser,t to the Cor!i]nitke r?oiifying i t  ofthe due dates for f i h g  

each of the repons at issue. Follouing each ofthc dur  dales. sepx~'ate iion-filer notices 

for each of the reports. except for the 1 %'i: 12 Day Pre-(jc:ieral Report. were mailed 10 

the fonimirtce stating it failed IO file the reports at issue and advising i t  to file the reports 

initncdiarely. On 0cmbt:r 9. I99S. a Chronic Late Fi1u Koticc was sent to the Committee 

for faiiing to file the 1097 )'ear End and 19% April Quznerly Reports in a timeiy 

manner. The No~ice ad\ iscd tho Comrni~ec h a t  any additional late filing of repons may 

result i n  legal enforcement action. Subsequent to the mailing of the Chronic Late Filer 

Notice, t i i t  Coniinittee failed to file the l 9% 12 Day Pre-General Report in a timely 

manner. 

Thexlorc. there is reason to bclicw thc N::t:on;il Marine Manufacturers 

Associalion Political Action Conirnittce and Mic:k B!ackisrone, as treasurer. violated 

1 V.S.C. $ 4  434(a)(4)(.4)(i). ( i i )  and ( iv ) .  

' O r 1  Licccnihcr I .  1998. ihe ~ o r n m t r e e  filed [!le 199X 30 Day Posr-iieiieral I<cporl. The  Kepon disclosed a 
51 .Oil0 conirihurion io a kdi:ral candidaic duiirig t l ic 12 [)a). Prc-General reponing period (10/01/98- 
! O  i 4  9s). 


